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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Minntac Landfill 

MND045399912 

Situation 

Between 1967 and 1981, U.S. Steel Corporation used an unpermitted landfill site 
to dispose of industrial wastes from the Minntac plant near Mountain Iron, 
Minnesota. The site was located in a tailings basin on U.S. Steel Corp. property. 
A variety of materials were disposed of at the site, including paint solvent 
waste, leaded lubricants such as the high lead waste oils of Mobil Tac QQ 
Grease, and wastes from Minntac's Research Lab. 

The landfill was closed in October of 1981 in cooperation with the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA); a new, permitted landfill was then opened 
across the road from the old Minntac site. U.S. Steel Corp. covered the site 
with a layer of clay and dirt. The cap of soil was then seeded. In the spring 
of 1983, erosion of the site was noted and plans were made to rehabilitate the 
cap and reseed it. No leachate has been recorded. A diversion ditch and 
diversion berm were also constructed. 

The depth through glacial till to bedrock has been estimated to be between 
twenty and forty feet. The Laurentian Divide is several hundred feet to the 
south. 

There is no monitoring plan for the Minntac Landfill site. However, U.S. Steel 
does monitor the water quality of a nearby stream. Water from the stream is 
used in the plant. 

Inspection Priority Recommendation 

No groundwater studies have been conducted around the Minntac Landfill site. 
The nearest population center is about one and three-fourths of-a-mile away. 
Information contained in MPCA files indicate that there is probably little or no 
groundwater in the immediate vicinity because of its nearness to the Laurentian 
Divide. A low (pending) inspection priority is recommended because of the lack of 
information on potential groundwater contamination; for this same reason, a low 
(pending) potential hazard assessment is recorded in Part 1, V. of the 
Preliminary Assessment. 
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vvEPA 
POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
PART 1 - SITE INFORMATION AND ASSESSMENT 

I. IDENTIFICATION 
01 STATE 02 SITE NUMBER 

M hi ID^g3*y9y/3L 

II. SITE NAME AND LOCATION 

01 SITE NAME a*0a/. common, (vdascvhw nam* of M«; 

Mis/î mc Uf / . 
02 STREET. ROUTE NO . OR SPECIFIC LOCATION IDENTIFIER 

0 \ d Hu)y /(p^ (r:5c^n.,e.)S\M.;^^^G}) 
03cmr 

>OV~l 

04 STATE 

MM 
05 ZIP CODE 06 COUNTY 

5 f . ivDtAfs. 
07COUNTy 

CODE 

/ •37 

08 CONG 
DIST 

09 COORDINATES LATITUDE 

±T^l^'o3..2." I 
LONGITUDE 

' ^ C ^ U A A 1. 5- K i V 
1 0 DIRECTIONS TO SITE (Siartw\g Irom nearest pubhc roed) 

III. RESPONSIBLE PARTIES 

01 OWNER m »(iow/ij 

Urti-Ucl S f « i + « i S4-e«. l (Ga-rtorotViovN 
02 STREET r8ulin«ss. maJbng. ttsiaeritial) 

03 CITY 

f^om/v\+a.».v\ _i_\/-trvs. 
04 STATE 

MM 
05 ZIP CODE 06 TELEPHONE NUMBER 

07 OPERATOR til known mnaatllervMltpni owner) 

^tunvuL aL%. ovit^f^t^^ 

OB STREET [BMvne**. matkng. rotldentmJ) 

09 CITY 10 STATE 1 1 ZIP CODE 12 TELEPHONE NUMBER 

( ) 
13 TYPE OF OWNERSHIP ictfck one) 

B A. PRIVATE D B. FEDERAL: 
{AgerKy name) 

a F. OTHER: 

D C. STATE DD.COUNTY D E. MUNICIPAL 

D G. UNKNOWN 

14 OWNER/OPERATOR NOTIRCATiON ON PILE ICheck aM met i v l y l 

a A. RCRA 3 0 0 1 DATE RECEIVED; _/ L. 
MONTH DAY VEAR 

XeUNCONTROLLEDWASTESITEfCEHCtAioJcj ptTF RPr.PIVFn 0<^ I / / I g / D C. NONE 
MONTH DAY YEAR 

IV. CHARACTERIZATION OF POTENTIAL HAZARD 

01 ON SITE INSPECTION W ICneckatthatatviy) 

H-YES DATE <> 6 / / V ie>2, ° * EPA D B. EPA CONTRACTOR X C STATE 
MONTH DAY YEAfl D E. LOCAL HEALTH OFFICIAL D F. OTHER: 

D D. OTHER CONTRACTOR 

D N O ISeealy] 
CONTRACTOR NAME(S): 

02 SITE STATUS ICMck one] 

a A. ACTIVE JS^B. INACTIVE D C. UNKNOWN 

03 YEARS OF OPERATION 

f?4>7 
BEGINNING YEAR 

JUL D UNKNOWN 

04 DESCRIPTION OF SUBSTANCES POSSIBLY PRESENT. KNOWN. OR ALLEGED 

^̂ AtAM -wtfT^/^ C i z i x , \ c f f t ^ t ' h M ) 

05 DESCRIPTION OF POTENTIAL HAZARD TO ENVIRONMENT AND/OR POPULATION 

JktKZjtq^ 
• ASSESSMENT 

01 Uamm*t*mi^mmmmmmiicn*ckoii» mi 

D A. HIGH «''*<***^ ' ' " * ' * D 
tmap^cuon nqulna pfomptty) 

W^^^Cffck on*. K high or moakfn tt checked, eomfiiote Part S • W*ll« Inlonnetion ana Part 3 • Description ot Hazeidou* Condnnfia ana maaonn) 

B. MEDIUM 
llnapeclion rwQulfdl 

D C. LOW 
(Inapecl on Ikne avaiatiie basia) 

) ^ D . NONE 
(No further eetion needed, comptete eurrmnt itapoaunn form) 

VL INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM 

01 CONTACT 

l yU K k̂bs 
02 OF (Affency/Oroanization) 

^ ^ ovv 

03 TELEPHONE NUMBER 

04 PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR ASSESSMENT 

W CeJou^W^-
05 AGENCY 

MPcA 
06 ORGANIZATION , 07 TELEPHONE NUMBER 08 DATE 

03 , : ^ M 
MONTH DAY YEAR 
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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 
^ C R / V PRELIMINARY A S S E S S M I N T ' 
^ ^ * — * ' * PART 2-WASTE INFORMATION 

1. IDENTIFICATION | 

01 STATE 0? SITE NUMBER 1 

1 
II. WASTE STATES, QUANTITIES, AND CHARACTERISTICS | 

01 PHYSICAL STATES tCheck - that appl,) 

* f i A. SCUD D E SLURRY 
D B. POWDER. FINES > * F LIQUID 
D C. SLUDGE G G GAS 

D 0. OTHER 
ISeecifyi 

02 WASTE QUANTITY AT SITE 
lUealuiai ot waste ouentitiet 

fflutf be neepenaeni) 

TON.-; 

n iB i rYABn.s 

NO OF nni iM.<; •^ ? ? H 

03 WASTE CHARACTERISTICS tCheck at thai acpiyl 

)C A TOXIC IJ E SOLUBLE U 1 HIGHLY VOLATILE 
G B CORROSIVE IJ F. INFECTIOUS U J EXPLOSIVE 
G C RADIOACTIVE G G FLAMMABLE I- K REACTIVE 

y D PERSISTENT 1 j H IGNITABLE L L INCOMPATIBLE 
U M NOT APPLICABLE 

III. WASTE TYPE j 

CATEGORY 

SLU 

OLW 

SOL 

PSD 

OCC 

IOC 

ACD 

BAS 

MES 

SUBSTANCE NAME 

SLUDGE 

OILY WASTE 

SOLVENTS 

PESTICIDES 

OTHER ORGANIC CHEMICALS 

INORGANIC CHEMICALS 

ACIDS 

BASES 

HEAVY METALS 

01 GROSS AMOUNT 

I \1U,leOO 
f 

* 

02 UNIT OF MEASURE 

A A 

03 COMMENTS 

^h tAeA Atni>\jt*ih f rv loubd /uhi^czfMfs. 
1 P(^/& '^ \ \nwt MiltJL CiKlia (,&yi<hu,ti 
k«*\ni wuihJii-i^ 
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Uf^kALow^^ Car\s-Hiv-^^trfi• 
T ^ h J ^ ^ A - 3it,f,(oOo 

IV. H A Z A R D O U S S U B S T A N C E S rS««Aepm«> ft>rmos>rr«Mn«r M M CAS NumMnJ ' 1 

01 CATEGORY 02 SUBSTANCE NAME 

V 

03 CAS NUMBER 

k 
) ^ 

04 STORAGE/DISPOSAL METHOD 06 CONCENTRATION 06 MEASURE OF 
CONCENTRATION 

V . F E E D S T O C K S tSee AH>M<)» tor CAS Numbert) 1 

CATEGORY 

FDS 

FDS 

FDS 

FDS 

01 FEEDSTOCK NAME 02 CAS NUMBER CATEGORY 

FDS 
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FDS 

01 FEEDSTOCK NAME 02 CAS NUMBER 

V i . S O U R C E S O F I N F O R M A T I O N (Cte «>•«« relerencea. e g . alate Ikes, eemple erMyua. reporta j 

hPCA f, l» 
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S'EPA 
POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 

L IDENTIFICATION 
01 STATE 02 SITE NUMBER 

] 
MM tbois%-m/s. 

II. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 
01 X A. GROUNDWATER CONTAMINATION 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED t^^VL A W t » » l 

02 D OBSERVED (DATE: 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

j £ POTENTIAL D ALLEGED 

VJos-fe. o i l - H o b * / Q q > - u i o . ^ Co6^^e>%A.^^ £ - % l-eoJ c » « i / e v i f . Hô fJ<Ĵ MA.̂  ^ i x M ^ t J x M j r 

5fi«U<;i KftvK A M b2«jw\ o»vvU>ctc.d • Mf lA j ievt . p^fcJLodh'nA CAAA.-4*^ i«i ^ / 5/4 "^^^ • 

01 D B. SURFACE WATER CONTAMINATION 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: _ 

02 D OBSERVED (DATE: .1 D POTENTIAL D ALLEGED 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

01 C C. CONTAMINATION OF AIR 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 

02 D OBSERVEDIDATE: 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

n POTENTIAL O ALLEGED 

i)/A 

01 D D. FIRE/EXPLOSIVE CONDITIONS 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED. 

02 D OBSERVED (DATE: 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

D POTENTIAL D ALLEGED 

»J/A 

01 D E. DIRECT CONTACT 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 

02 D OBSERVED (DATE 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

D POTENTIAL • ALLEGED 

•0/A 

01 • F. CONTAMINATION OF SOIL 
03 AREA POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 

02 D OBSERVED (DATE: 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

D POTENTIAL • ALLEGED 

Uc v W i i x i W o * . bceAA C O W A U A - ^ . 

01 D G. DRINKING WATER CONTAMINATION 
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: . 

02 D OBSERVED (DATE: 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

D POTENTIAL D ALLEGED 

Uo ?iu<U«-i KixK Irfjt*^ Cfi>MwjdbLi 

01 a H WORKER EXPOSURE/INJURY 
03 WORKERS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 

02 D OBSERVED (DATE 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

D POTENTIAL D ALLEGED 

hJ/A 

01 • I. POPULATION EXPOSURE/INJURY 
03 POPULATION POTENTIAUY AFFECTED: 

02 D OBSERVED (DATE: 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

D POTENTIAL D ALLEGED 

€e^hxc- t td A&OASS'. 0^ de^AfaviM f ^ f i ^ ^ ^ \ < ^ < J U \ 
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_ - • - ^ - POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 
^ P P ^ PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT 
^ ^ • " • * * PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS 

1. IDENTIFICATION 
01 STATE 02 SITE NUMBER 

II. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS tconimuedi \ 

n i n .1 DAMAGE TO FLORA 02 H OBSERVFD (DATF ) 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

U/A 

01 n K DAMAGE TO FAUNA 02 R OBSERVFD (DATF ) 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (tnckKle nemelt) of tpecmsl 

W/A 

n i n 1 rnNTAMINATtON OF FOOD CHAIN 02 R OBSERVED (DATF ) 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

01 n M UNSTABLE CONTAINMENT OF WASTES 0? n OBSERVFD (DATF ) 
(Scks'njnoff/ttandtng koukttfleaking drums) 

03 POPUl ATION POTFNTIAl 1 V AFFFCTFD 04 NABPATIVE DF!>CRIPTION 

l)o •5ihdUtS WJWC. WOX*^ 4o»\c5*M3tA> 

01 n N DAMAGE TO OFFSITF PROPERTY 02 n OBSERVFD (DATF ) 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

IJ/A 

01 D 0. CONTAMINATION OF SEWERS. STORM DRAINS. WWTPs 0? R OBSERVFD (DATF ) 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

01 JB- P. ILLEGAUUNAUTHORIZED DUMPING 02 D OBSERVED (DATE: ) 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

D POTENTIAL D ALLEGED 

D POTENTIAL D ALLEGED 

D POTENTIAL D ALLEGED 

D POTENTIAL D ALLEGED 

D POTENTIAL D ALLEGED 

D POTENTIAL D AI 1 FGED 

D POTENTIAL D ALLEGED 

05 DESCRIPTION OF ANY OTHER KNOWN, POTENTIAL, OR AUEGED HAZARDS 

0/A 

III. TOTAL POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: Uo^ t M J M t ^ 

IV. COMMENTS 

V. SOURCES OF INFORMATION fate tpecnicreterencet.e.g.aleleftet.aample analysis, lepoat) 

HPcA <jlej 

EPA FORM 2070-12 (7.81) 
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n . Tr.in.-^fKH'l-.i.T.s Used (name nnd a d d r e s s ) 

N;imc 

B*-"^ 0« V Co'̂ V»>-v̂ VJ 
Address 

Waste # from 
Item C.above 

P. O . ^ o x , •S'2>2> 
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Years Ur.«d 
fo r Tr.ii isporl. 
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Disponal site, on-site facility, storage, treatment and/or recovery facility; MPCA 
permit number, if applicable; method or process of disposal: 

Name 
O/o S i r e 

C-oy I 
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Permit # or 
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for Disposal 
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I "S yc.c^>^s 

\ Z y«.o.Sr5> 
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M e t h o d / P r o c e s s 
"7X> O / a s ^ C'tr^'- ' l '^/ ' '^^><^Si 

/ / 0 + Ks>>0*o» 

R<ic>3o\e.c, \OOVo 
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F. Past Management of Hazardous Waste disclosed above covers the period: 
from <9 / / / t4>7 to G / H / B o . 

G. The ab"VP referenced generator (Item B. of this form) has been operating since; 

l).Tt«; Prepared" 
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